
Ruth Patrick Science Education Center – Student Programs 2018-2019 

OUTDOOR EXTENDED HOUR PROGRAM 

Seventh Grade 
South Carolina Programs  

 
MONTHLY PROGRAM PAIRINGS 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 
FEBRUARY & 

MARCH 
NOVEMBER, APRIL & 

MAY 
Are You Dense? 
Center of the Atom 
Meet the Elements 

Are You Dense? 
Center of the Atom 
Meet the Elements 
Radioecology 

Are You Dense? 
Changes Matter 
Ravenous Raptors 

Ecohike in Hitchcock Woods 

 
 

DISCOVERY PROGRAMS 
 

ARE YOU DENSE?   Months offered: SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, FEBRUARY & MARCH 
Students explore density using Earth materials including minerals, water, sand, and iron filings.  They will take 
measurements, collect data, plot coordinates, and interpret graphs as they analyze the mathematical relationship 
between mass and volume. Standards: 7.P.2B.1, 7.P.2B.2 
  

CENTER OF THE ATOM  Months offered: SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
Students explore atomic structure using a series of hands-on activities which concludes with the discovery of the uses of 
an atom they create using the Interactive Nucleus display and the Living Periodic Table.  Standards: 7.P.2A.1, 7.P.2A.2 
 

CHANGES MATTER  Months offered: FEBRUARY & MARCH 
Students explore physical and chemical properties of matter. They compare physical and chemical changes and 
experience reactivity through experiments and an “igniting” demonstration!  Standards: 7.P.2B.1, 7.P.2B.4 
  

MEET THE ELEMENTS  Months offered: SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 

Students “meet the elements” in a fun music video; then work together to classify materials as elements, compounds and 
mixtures.  They will build atomic models and discover why compounds are either ionic or covalent. Standards: 7.P.2A.3, 
7.P.2A.4 
 

RADIOECOLOGY  Month offered: OCTOBER 
Learn what happens when radionuclides and ecosystems meet with the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory scientists.  
The SREL has the only radioecology undergraduate education program in the world. Challenge the myths and learn the 
facts about radioecology from research conducted at the SRS in Aiken, South Carolina, the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone in 
Russia, and the Fukushima Daiichi accident in Japan.  Standards:  7.EC.5A, 7.EC.5B 
 

RAVENOUS RAPTORS  Months offered: FEBRUARY & MARCH 
What is a raptor? How is an osprey’s talon different from an owl’s?  Students will take an up-close look at birds of prey and 
examine their role in the food chain.  Using field guides and wing/talon specimens we will compare and contrast physical 
characteristics, adaptations and habitats of these predators.  Standards:  7.E.5A.1, 7.E.5B.1, 7.E.5B.2 
 

 
 
 

ECOHIKE IN HITCHCOCK WOODS  Months offered: NOVEMBER, APRIL & MAY 
This is a two-hour, two-mile guided hike through Hitchcock Woods.  Native plants will be identified, evidence of animal 
life will be examined, and forest communities will be compared.  Standards: 7.E.5A.1, 7.E.5B.1, 7.E.5B. 
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Plan Your RPSEC Visit! 
 

• Refer to our website to find the MONTHLY 
OFFERINGS for your grade level.  Programs 
are not  offered every month.   

• Select programs offered in the same  month. 
• Ecohike programs wil l not  be scheduled in 

combination with other programs. 
• RPSEC does not  provide lunch for students 

but can provide a lunch space upon request. 
 

--Bringing 10 to 30 Students--  
 

May select ONE or TWO programs per visit. 
Programs are 1 hour long each. 

 

--Bringing 31 to 60 students--  
 

MUST schedule TWO programs per visit. 
May only select ONE planetarium program. 

Your visit will be approximately 3 hours  
(includes 30 minute lunch break). 

 

--Bringing 61 to 90 students--  
 

MUST schedule THREE programs per visit. 
May select only ONE planetarium program. 

Your visit will be approximately 4 hours  
(includes 30 minute lunch break). 

 

--More than 90 students--  
 

MUST call to see if special arrangements can be made. 
Special LARGE GROUP instructions can be found at: 
http://rpsec.usca.edu/student/ExpandedDoubleTriple.pdf 

 
 

Admission = $3.75 per program, per student  
 

Type of 
Program 

Aiken County 
Students 

Al l  Other  
Students 

DISCOVERY 
Prepaid by 

district 
$3.75 

PLANETARIUM $3.75 $3.75 

One adult per 8 students admitted free when visiting the planetarium.  
Additional adults = $3.75 each (Adults = teachers and chaperones) 

 

CANCELLATION FEE 
 ALL Counties = $25.00 PER PROGRAM  

(less than 4 weeks notice) 
 

NO-SHOW FEE 
 ALL Counties = $35.00 PER PROGRAM  

RPSEC Scheduling Guidelines 
MINIMUM 10 students  to schedule ANY program 

 

Maximum 30 students per 
“Single Group” visit (1 program scheduled) 

 

Maximum 60 students per 
“Double Group” visit (2 programs scheduled) 

 

Maximum 90 students per 
“Triple Group” visit (3 programs scheduled) 

 

*Maximum of 30 students allotted per class, per program.   
 

Please DO NOT  bring more than 90  students 
unless special arrangements have been made in 

advance and confirmed in writing. 
 

Please prioritize your program requests.   

We will schedule your programs, subject to availability, in the order in which you list them on your form. 
 

Reservation requests MUST be received by 5:00pm on WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2018. 
 

No reservations will be accepted by telephone. 
Due to the anticipated volume of program requests, it is highly unlikely that late requests will be filled. 

 

RPSEC Reservation Requests 

RPSEC Student Program Fees 

For more information please visit: https://rpsec.usca.edu/student/ 

2018-2019   
 

Student Programs  
Field Trip 

Information 





 
 
 

PROGRAM REQUEST INFORMATION 
 

Number of students visiting PER DAY: (10 min, 90 max) _____ Scheduling entire grade level? ____ If YES, total # of students: _____ 

How many programs would you like to request PER DAY? (check one):  ____1 program   ____ 2 programs    ____3 programs  

Please reference our Field Trip Directory for Monthly Pair ings.  Programs are NOT offered every month. 
* List program choices in order of preference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School: _________________________________________  District/County: ________________ Grade Level: _______  

School/Organization Phone:  ________________________________   Special Education Needs ( Y or N ): ________ 

Name(s) of other teacher(s) who will attend:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

2018-2019 RPSEC STUDENT PROGRAMS RESERVATION REQUEST 
 

Completed forms may be emailed to RPSEC@usca.edu; or mailed to RPSEC, Box 3, USC Aiken, 471 University Parkway, 
Aiken, South Carolina 29801; or faxed to 803-641-3615. 

You can find this form and other information at: http://rpsec.usca.edu/student/. You may also call us at (803) 641-3313. 
 

Check ANY of the days of the week that you CAN vis it :  
 

____MONDAY     ____TUESDAY     ____WEDNESDAY     ____THURSDAY     ____FRIDAY 
 

Check ANY  of the times that you CAN START YOUR FIRST PROGRAM : 
  

____ 9:15 AM   ____10:30 AM   ____ 12:00 PM   ____ 1:15 PM   ____ OTHER: __________ 
 

What is the latest t ime that you will need to leave the RPSEC?  ___________  
 

_____   CHECK HERE if you are planning on using our CAFETERIA/CLASSROOMS for lunch.   
Our center DOES NOT provide lunches but you are welcome to bring a bag lunch for your visit.  

List ANY specific dates that you 
CANNOT visit: 

COMMENTS:  
 

OFFICE USE ONLY: D ate Re ce iv ed  

 

 

Teacher’s Name: ___________________________________________________ Birthdate (mm/dd): _______________  

Last four digits of SS#:  _____________  Home Phone:  __________________  Cell Phone:  _____________________ 

E-mail Address (program reminder sent via e-mail): ____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Mailing Address (confirmation contract sent via postal mail): _________________________________________________________ 

City:   _______________________________   State:  ________________________  Zip:  __________________________  

 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST CHOICE 
 
 

MONTH: _______________________ 

Program Choice #1: ________________________ 

Program Choice #2: ________________________ 

Program Choice #3: ________________________ 

 

ALTERNATE CHOICE 
SEL ECT A DIF FERENT MONTH THAN 1 ST CHOIC E/  

WI LL BE USED  IF 1 ST CHOIC E IS UNAVAILABLE 
 

MONTH: _______________________ 

Program Choice #1: ________________________ 

Program Choice #2: ________________________ 

Program Choice #3: ________________________ 

 

If available, would you like 
to schedule a 2nd visit? 

___YES, the RPSEC can 
choose programs I have not 
already been scheduled to 
attend to plan a 2nd visit.   

___NO, I do not wish to 
plan a 2nd visit.  
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